ART QUESTIONS FOR CANDIDATES

1. It’s generally agreed that “quality of life” issues are key to attracting new businesses and residents to a city. Having a variety of transportation options is generally thought to be one such “quality of life” amenity. Given this, would you support a ‘bus-bike-pedestrian’ property tax for improvements in the city-parish’s bus system, bicycle paths and lanes, and sidewalks?

2. We all know that Baton Rouge has huge traffic problems. Most would agree that there is no single solution to them. Building more roads and streets, carpooling, light rail, improved rail service, a more comprehensive bus system, a network of bicycle and pedestrian paths, have all been suggested. Taking the long view of how you envisage our  transportation system 20 years from now, how would you prioritize these solutions? Do you have any to add to the list?

3. The most recent version of a proposal for a bypass or “loop” to offset I-10 & 12 traffic is, as you know, a route through the northern part of the parish, connecting I-10 west of town with I-12 in Livingston parish, utilizing the old bridge. Do you think this is a feasible and practical solution? If opposition from residents develops, how would you deal with it? What steps would you take to prevent such a new highway from attracting even more traffic and becoming congested, as so often happens with suburban highways?
4. It appears that some of Baton Rouge’s traffic congestion is due to a lack of foresight in planning subdivisions. Many subdivisions have only one entrance from a single main artery. Many of the subdivisions and arteries lack sidewalks or bicycle paths that would further reduce the need to use one’s car. Would you support a parish ordinance to require new subdivisions to have multiple entrances and exits as well as bicycle and pedestrian paths? What about a development impact fee?
5. Carpooling and park and ride systems have helped to alleviate congestion in many major cities. In Baton Rouge, shuttle buses have proven popular for events like Bonne Fete, the Fourth of July downtown, and for LSU football games. Yet congestion and parking continues to be a problem when multiple events are scheduled at the River Center. Do you have any idea son how to encourage residents to use alternatives to single-occupancy vehicles for such occasions? For commuting?

